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Postgraduate Personal Statement Example: Radiology 
 

Diagnostic imaging is the mainstay of modern medicine, and its role is becoming more 
prominent every day and with each technological advance. Searching for a specialism that 
would satisfy my desire to work in a challenging and fulfilling field, I was drawn to diagnostic 
radiology. Not only does this specialism give me the personal and professional scope to 
influence some of those technological advances, but it also offers the tools and techniques 
to avoid the devastating consequences of hidden diagnostic dilemmas by providing the 
potential for accurate radiologic diagnosis. 
  
The art of accurate diagnosis and its positive impact on patients' lives is exemplified by the 
case of a 79-year-old admitted when I was an intern. We had limited success in establishing 
a diagnosis by applying appropriate algorithms. Still, the accurate radiological diagnosis of 
portal vein thrombosis changed our understanding and broadened the treatment options, 
resulting in a positive outcome that we may not have otherwise achieved. In another example, 
detecting a tiny brain arteriovenous malformation in a young adult with long-term refractory 
epilepsy, combined with subsequent neurosurgical intervention, led to the life-long abortion 
of seizures. Subsequently, I have developed a scholarly interest in the importance of 
diagnostic imaging within the field of neuroradiology. 
  
I selected radiology because it is an intellectually challenging discipline. To reconstruct 
pictures into possible diagnoses, a radiologist must combine comprehensive clinical 
knowledge across the anatomy of organ systems with an individual patient’s history and 
findings. Furthermore, diagnostic imaging is about confidence. As radiologists, we are obliged 
to localise abnormality and anatomically anomalous areas, provide differential diagnoses, 
detect normal variations and safely use potentially lethal radiation. Over the four years of the 
residency program, my top priorities were hard work, diligence and follow-up of patients. 
Serving as the Chief Resident during my last year of residency thoroughly prepared me for 
my independent practice as a radiologist. The interdisciplinary work with other specialities, 
such as surgeons, internists, paediatrics and neurologists, has revealed to me the true nature 
of teamwork. 
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Working in rural and urban areas for over five years offered me many valuable experiences 
and helped me maintain the necessary skills and qualifications required of a professional 
radiologist. These experiences have also assisted me in amplifying my ability to think visually, 
pay informed attention to details and, most importantly, interpret relevant facts from the 
spectrum of available information and communicate them in a timely and effective manner, 
both verbally and in writing.  
 
The brain is the most complex among the body systems, and as a result of my practice, I 
have developed an interest in brain localisation. Working with technologically advanced 
equipment, such as MRI machines, I have learned to analyse and interpret data, work 
efficiently, and apply software appropriately to solve practical problems. Since my move to 
the US in 2020, I have complimented my radiology practice by working as a research fellow. 
In this role, I have involved myself in several research opportunities and, working with my 
supervisor, have contributed to numerous case conferences, familiarising myself with various 
abnormal neuroradiology cases. 
 
Radiology challenges me to excel when applying a wide range of well-developed skills, to 
engage my expertise and attention and to develop my personal qualities to a high level. I am 
now seeking a position in the neuroradiology fellowship program that will allow me to build 
upon this foundation of knowledge and practice, excel whilst developing my skills and 
continue providing outstanding patient care. 
 
I am a dedicated, motivated and positive team member, and I look forward to adding value 
to your program and sharing my expertise in this revolutionary, essential and inspiring field.  
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